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In lIDity Theft 18 StreD.gth
May 23, 2007 .

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin, CbQ.irman
Federal CommuniCations Commis.<rion

44S 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: PS Docket No. 07.8; CC Docket No. 94-102; wr Docket Nos. 03-264; 06­
150, 06-169 and 96-86; EB Docket No. 06-119.

Cbairmain MtUtin:

The MassaChusetts ChiefS of Pollee Association (M.cPA) is the oldest police
association of it'S ~nG in tile United States with a lo.ng and distinguished bistory
of servicc to its members and the CommonWealth. We understand the need,; of

Public Sa~ and ask that the FCC make those needs a priority in the upcoming
700 MJiz auction.

The nation's communications systcrn.~ in the field supporting Public Safety are
hot o\,Elrablc and. tbis is \1l1a.cceptable. First responders have knOWT:l fOT years ­

Publie Safety's separate systems cannot talk directly to each otber. With th.e
attacks on the W orId Trade Center, and b1micanes Katrina and Rita we'~ seen

how vulnerable the country can be when communications are ha1n~. In
Massachusetts we bave severe weather including hurricanes, floods and. bli,,;ta.rds
a..~well as a myriad other emergency situatiODs tbat come with little or no
a.dvance warn.ing and we certainly want communication capabilities that a.
hardened Public Safety wireless broadband network would maintain. Our fIl"St

responders require communications system that wi)] not fail us.

The FCC's pJaon\:d au.ction of.(lequency spectrum in the 700MHz band prcstmt9
a unique and limely oppo.rt.unity to join with allied partners, both public and
private, to inorease the quantity of available ftequeucies for first responder data
communications and pmvide an. opportunity to build a wireless broadband Public
Safety radio communications network.

MCPA requests IOMIh of the 700MHi; band currently sch.eduled. for auction by
the FCC under the D1V ttansition act should be made available under rules that

re<\uire the Winner afl:h.e auction to h4ve a binding agreement with Pllblic Safety
fol' its participation in the National Public Safety Broadband Network as a
J',t.CR1quisih!to receiving tlleir license.
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MCPA requests that the ~CC license Public SafC1.y's 700 MHz spectrum to a,
stand. alone entity consisting of Pub lie Safety leaders who will control the
network and ensure it will be built to the standards oheliability and redundancy
that Public Safety requires. JI is critical that the FCC place ,Publfc Sqfery in
charge of the National Public Safety Broadband Network.

The National Public Safety Broadband Network must be built out so that it will
teach rural and underserved areas. Public Safety - and those we protect - must
hove access to a. "universal" system. F.urthennorc. Pu.blic SAfety must have
acCess to a satellite overlay to extend the reach of Public Safety's network to
co\'m- area..~where a terrestrial build is nOll-economic and as a back up in times a
disa.sters whEln existing infrastructures are unavailable.

The National Public Safety Broadband Network must be kept "evergreen"
enabling, the system to remain competitive on the commercial side and while
ensuring the highe~t level of'technology to Public Safety users.

Finally, to provide a..-.surance that the network wou,ld have the resourCes to
quickly construct and operate a tbUy deployed netWork. govenunent loan
gu.l\rarrtees ll.f1:all appropriate model for supporting the public/private enterprise.

MCPA applauds the FCC for. taking this import8JIt steptQwards creation ofth.e
National Public Safety Broadband Network and in so doing, the MCPA
respectfully requests the FCC ensures through itll crafting of rules that th~ ,
interests of Publ,ic Saf-ety come first. Our naticm's first, responders and the lives
of tllose they protect demand nothing 1eSS.

Sincerely,

~ /!tPtj;.(l
Chief Arthur M. O'Neill
t>rosident


